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 WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $750,000 for the Integrated Sciences Building (ISB) at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.

  The funding was included in the fiscal year 2007 Energy and Water Appropriations bill, which the House approved on May 24. Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding.

    "The expected benefits of the Integrated Sciences Building are immense," Olver said. "It will provide essential science education for undergraduates, enhancing the workforce of the state and region. In addition, the research conducted here will have a substantial impact on regional economic development in the area of biotechnology."

  The ISB will provide UMass faculty and students with a state-of-the-art science facility where both instruction and research in the chemical and biological sciences can be conducted effectively. As such, the facility will contribute immensely to the institution's mission of teaching and research. It will also enhance the Pioneer Valley Life Sciences Initiative, the research collaboration between the UMass and Baystate Medical Center in Springfield.

   The ISB will include 92,000 square feet of space. For instruction in introductory level science, it will provide a high-tech auditorium for 300 students, a smart classroom for 80 students, a computer resource room for 100 students, 16 undergraduate lab areas for chemistry, seven undergraduate lab areas for biology, and sufficient lab modules for nine advanced, grant-funded research projects supervised by faculty principal investigators.

  The project is expected to break ground in the fall 2006 and be finished by spring 2009.

  Last year, Olver secured $750,000 in federal funding for the project.

  For additional information:
  Paul Kostecki, Vice Provost for Research, 413-545-5270, pkostecki@research.umass.edu (for research related questions)
 Joyce Hatch, Vice Chancellor of Administration and Finance, 413-545-1581, hatch@admin.umass.edu (for teaching related questions ‚ number of students, details on classroom facilities, etc.)   
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